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This note reports a straightforward synthetic route developed some time ago for the preparation of
a synthetic intermediate corresponding to the benzenoid part of maytansine 9)2, 3.

The enone ester E’, readily available from gallic acid (Birch reductlon4 followed by work-up with
aqueous acid and reaction with acidic ethanol (90% overall), was treated with N~-methylbenzylamine at 85°
for 18 hr to give the enamino ketone 3 (85 %) which upon reaction with 1 equiv of t-butylhypochlorite in
chloroform at -50° furnished the 2-chloro derivative :lv (80% yield). 5 Aromatization of 4 to give the benzoic
ester 5 MP 110-111°, 80%) was accomplished by reaction successively with 1.2 equiv of lithium diethylamide
in THF at -78° and 1. 2 equiv of benzeneselenyl bromide (prepared in situ in THF from diphenyldiselenide
and Brz) (-78° for 1 hr, 25° for 15 hr) followed by isolation and column chromatography on silica gel. The
phenolic methyl ether f,’ obtained in 95% yield by treatment of 5 with methyl iodide and potassium carbonate
in acetone, underwent hydrogenolysis quantitatively (Pd-C in ethanol) to give the desired amino ester 1 . The
further elaboration of 1 (obtained in quantity by the above route) to the dienal ,?, has been accomplished and
will be reported separately along with the coupling of 2 with an appropriate dithiane component that has been

described previously. 3b, 6,7
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